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1. Do you like crime stories? Why? / Why not? 
 
2. Look at the text below. Who wrote it? 
    Who is the protagonist of the story?   
3. Look at the text and the pictures again. Write the name of a famous American film  
    director. 

 
 

Now read the excerpt from a crime story. 

 

 

                                                  
 

BEFORE READING THE TEXT 
1. Opinion question 
2. Scanning question 
3. Scanning question 
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    1. 

        
        
                   “…no thumb on left hand…”          “The hairdresser put a towel around the man’s neck” 

          Which words in the story can help you understand the meaning of the following words? 

                thumb : 

                towel : 

    2. Why did Arnold Budd think he was talking to a murderer?  

 

                        

 

 

 

 

  1.  Read the excerpt again. Are the sentences true or false or doesn’t the story say?  

 

 

 

DURING READING THE TEXT 

1. Application question 
2. Inferential question 

 

 

 

AFTER READING THE TEXT 

1. Literal question 
2. Literal question 
3. Predicting question 
4. Inferential question 
5. Inferential question 
6. Literal question 
. 
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  2. Answer the questions about the text. 

       1. Why were the police looking for William Strickland? 

 

              2. How much money were the police offering? 

              3. Why wasn’t Arnold worried when he saw the gold tooth? 

 

              4. When did Arnold see the hand without a thumb? 

 

    3. How do you think the story ends? Write at least two sentences. 

 

     4. Find words in the text to match the definitions below. 

              1. moving quickly  (lines 1-5) : 

              2. answered  (lines 10-14) : 

              3. murderer  (lines 19-22) : 

              4. surprised in an unpleasant way  (lines 23-26) : 

              5. put together  (lines 27-29) : 

 

  5.   Listen to the end of the story “The inspiration od Mr Budd” and answer the questions.  

              1. How does Arnold Budd’s life change? 

              2. How is the story’s ending different from your prediction in exercise 3? 

 

     6.  Complete the sentences about  the end of the story. 

              1.  Arnold Budd coloured William Strickland’s hair to look ………………………… at the beginning,  
                     but to become green after …………… hours. 

              2. The police thought Strickland was on a …………..……… leaving the city of …………..……………  . 

              3. Strickland refused to …………………………. his cabin. 

              4. Strickland thought the Belgian police officer was a ……………………………………, so he  allowed 
                   him to ………………………………………  . 

             5. Arnold Budd read about himself in the ……..…………………….. and he also received ……………… 
                 .…………………..……. from the police. 


